
WELCOME TO AMERIKA  

THE PROBLEM WITH ONE PARTY RULE 

 

I’ve decided to change the format of these periodic diatribes from one of reportage of Neptune 

Township Committee meetings, to more of an op-ed piece that will speak to an overall impression of 

how elected officials (at all levels of government) relate to the electorate. My reasoning is that you can 

get the rundown of what transpired thru other media (biased as it may be), but most of those sources 

lack either the diligence or acumen to provide a sub-textual analysis. 

The last Neptune Township Committee meeting was a disturbing example of what happens when one 

political party feels absolutely no fear (in a political sense) of the citizenry. First let me state for the 

record… I have an innate disdain for politicians of all stripes. I rank politicians on an evolutionary scale 

somewhere between used car salesmen & intestinal parasites, though that may be unfair to intestinal 

parasites (as they tend to be more honest).  Please keep that in mind as you read this. I am being as 

apolitical as I can… If the governing body were all Republican I would have just as much of an issue. 

The beauty of the American system of governance is in its plurality. The system functions best when all 

sides are represented. It is after all a “representative” government. When one political party has 

complete control, with no voices of opposition, then only one segment of the population is being 

adequately represented. When you cede power to any one group or political party, bias towards that 

party’s base creeps in. Try as one might, it is impossible to divest oneself of all biases & beliefs… those 

things that we feel instinctually in our gut. When one party has total control, there is a breakdown in the 

“check & balance” apparatus. I liken it to driving a car with one cylinder not firing… you can still move 

forward but it is one hell of a rough ride. 

We saw evidence of this breakdown at the Federal level over the last four years. The Democrats took 

control of the House & Senate in 2006, which left the Executive Branch to act as a stop-gap (an in-

effective one at that) & then they took complete control in 2008. The results have been disastrous… 

Skyrocketing debt, uncontrolled spending, rising unemployment (9.9% as I write this), & vast over-

reaches of Federal authority (Obama-care, net neutrality, the food safety act, etc.). The argument from 

the Left has been that Republicans were being obstructionists. The reality is that with super majorities in 



both Houses, the GOP could have just gone home. The Democrats didn’t need ANY Republican votes to 

pass ANY legislation. The math proves that. 

This holds true on a local level as well, but it tends to take a different form. It would be hard to ram thru 

any overly odorous legislation… the rebuke from the public would be too swift & far too direct. That is 

why the Founding Fathers set the system up in such a way that the flow of power went from the people 

to their local government, then state government, and lastly to the Federal. They knew that the further 

power was removed from the people, the less accountable those in power would become. Instead, on a 

local level, what one tends to see is a sense of entitlement to power. Local politicians, when 

unchallenged long enough, tend to take on an air of aristocracy… a tendency to lord their position over 

the populace.  

No more visible an example of this occurred at the last meeting of the Neptune Township Committee. 

This was to be a joyous occasion… One long serving Police Chief was retiring & another long serving 

officer was being promoted to Police Chief. The meeting room & foyer were filled with family, friends, & 

coworkers of both of these fine, well respected men. They were there to bid a public farewell to their 

outgoing leader & to publicly congratulate & welcome their incoming one.  

What they got instead was a crass political display by a sitting Committee member, the Police 

Commissioner no less. Before the promotion took place, in front of a very packed house, this 

Committeeman took it upon himself to read a statement that amounted to nothing more than an airing 

of political grievances. Furthermore, he then proceeded to try to publicly humiliate a leader of a 

Neptune’s GOP by singling him out & asking him to stand. This kind of “dressing down” by an elected 

official, of what amounts to a private citizen, is cowardly at best, despicable at worst. Also evident was a 

sense of disdain on the part of the Mayor toward another member of the Neptune GOP. When she 

spoke his name, one could hear the contempt drip from her lips. 

Now, to be clear… I don’t know either of these Committee members personally. Nor do I have more 

than a cursory knowledge of the members of the Neptune GOP… as I stated earlier, I don’t like 

politicians. I only know all parties involved from what I’ve seen at the Township meetings. I have no 

doubt that the Committee members are all decent people privately. I’m sure they all have friends & 

family that love them very much. I’m just suggesting here that maybe their behavior is less a character 

flaw & more the result of a feeling of superiority. It is all too true that power corrupts & absolute power 

corrupts absolutely. 

I wonder if after taking some time to think about his actions, did the Police Commissioner regret his 

decision to verbally attack a private citizen & mar what should have otherwise been a celebration of 

service for the Police? He has always seemed to me to be an honorable & decent man. I hope upon 

reflection he will offer an apology to both the Police & the citizen involved, in the same forum as his 

previous display. I would also hope that both the Mayor & Police Commissioner would see this as less a 

personal attack & more of someone holding up a mirror. The key component to public service is 

service… not just to the business of the Township but to each other. We are all in service to each other. 

We all have a vested interest in making this place better. 



When one group holds total power & dominion over another, when voices of dissent & opposition are 

derided and gaveled down, we are all diminished. Something fundamentally American is lost. When 

people of good conscience allow our politicians to bully & denigrate average citizens, we move one step 

closer to becoming Amerika. 

 

Kilroy 


