
 ‘TWAS THE MEETING BEFORE CHRISTMAS… 
 
(I was going to try & stay with the “Night before Christmas” theme, but 
then realized… I’m a lousy poet. Plus I don’t need the ACLU telling me I 
can’t say “Christmas”. Let’s try this…)  

IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES; IT WAS THE 
WORST OF TIMES… 

The Best of Times… 
 
It was nice to see such a large crowd from the Neptune Pop Warner community receive 
proclamations for their championship football teams. It was a packed house, as well as a 
fitting Holiday present for all of the children who worked so hard at their chosen sport. The 
lessons of sportsmanship, sacrifice, & trying one’s hardest, are lessons that these 
children will take with them into adulthood. Good on them. 
 
It was nice as well for Mike Fornino, a former Board Of Education member… to be able to 
comment on the accolades Neptune Township is receiving for the use of “Tools of the 
Mind” in its curriculum. I hope he’s proud to see some of the improvements taking place in 
our school system. I know I am.   
 
Here is the link to the excellent story, done by the Asbury Park Press, on this program… 
 
http://www.app.com/article/20101213/NEWS/12130355/Neptune-use-of-curriculum-for-
preschool-kindergarten-gaining-national-attention  
  

The Worst of Times… 
 
It was very sad to see that the OCAPA organization and West Neptune are still being 
ignored by the Township Committee, with them having to make a long series of comments 
Monday night about the problems that were created by the demolition at 1019 Old Corlies 
Ave. Hopefully, since “Forrest Houghtaling” walked “miles on stone roads” in his youth in 
the Hamilton section of our town, he’ll get something done regarding OCAPA’s request.  
 
Somehow though, I doubt it. I apologize to my readers & editors for the “Forrest Gump” 
reference… I just can’t seem to control myself where Houghtaling is concerned. While I 
disagree with almost everything the Democrats think, say, & do… I try not to engage in 
personal attacks. That being said, after subjecting myself to Mr. Houghtaling’s butchering 
of the English language during the debates, I can reach no other conclusion that the man 
is an intellectual midget. I’m waiting to be proven wrong…  
 
For those of you playing along at home… By my count, this is the second time in three 
meetings that Mr. Granelli has had to question why it’s taken nearly a month to “put a few 
lousy seats” in the waiting area of the newly remodeled police station? Is this the best our 
local government can do… be unresponsive to the everyday needs of our citizenry? 
Beyond this being an issue that should have been taken care of in the design and planning 
stages, one would think that our officials can find a couple of spare chairs around our vast 
municipal complex.  

http://www.app.com/article/20101213/NEWS/12130355/Neptune-use-of-curriculum-for-preschool-kindergarten-gaining-national-attention
http://www.app.com/article/20101213/NEWS/12130355/Neptune-use-of-curriculum-for-preschool-kindergarten-gaining-national-attention


  
A COUPLE OF NOTES REGARDING THE BOND AUTHORIZATIONS 
 
Most certainly, there seems to be a need for the S. Riverside Drive and Seaview Island 
Flood Mitigation programs. Even though we are receiving Federal Grants of some $940,000 
to cover the total cost of about $1.3 million, all of this money still comes out of our 
pockets. The bonds are paid for out of current municipal income (our taxes) & the Federal 
Grants are covered by Federal Income taxes. 
 
In this circumstance there is a demonstrated need. But, as taxpayers, we all need to keep a 
sharp eye on all of these bond authorizations in order to weed out those projects that can 
wait for better times. 
 
For example… was the new Senior Center really needed at this time? By cutting the scope 
of the remodel, were there ways for Neptune to avoid the $400,000 in bonds and notes 
authorized to cover such costs? 
 
Does the Township Marina pay the freight on the Bonds issued to cover improvements to 
the marina, or are taxpayers on the hook for those bonds? 
 
These are things we need to know. 
 
 

May all the blessings of the Christmas Season be on you & yours… 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year, 
 

Kilroy 


