
Some thoughts about Monday’s 
Township Committee meeting… 

I wanted to take some time to let Monday’s sad display really sink in. The self-congratulatory 

attitudes of the Township Committee & Committeeman-elect Houghtaling amounted to nothing 

more than a “victory lap” done at the audience’s expense. That, and Mr. Brantley’s overwrought 

explanation of his medical issues, made the meeting even more tortuous than usual. I certainly 

wish Mr. Brantley a speedy recovery, but someone really needs to tell him when he is sharing 

too much. Grown men ought not to share their lack of bladder control with strangers.  

On to more pressing things…  

After all the back-patting & “look what I did” reports from the dais, the public portion of the 

evening began. While most of it was cordial, even touching (the remembrances of Mary Meade, 

well wishes for Coach Mayo), there were two moments that I found very telling… 

First, former Township Committee member Mike Golub raised the issue of renaming a park in 

the Township in honor of a resident who died in the line of duty. I agree wholeheartedly with 

that idea. It is the least we as a community can do as a way to say “thank you” to his memory & 

to his family.  

Mr. Golub then went on to challenge Mr. Manning about union issues, prevailing wage & labor 

disputes at the site of the new Neptune Senior Center, and about placement of campaign signage 

on private property done without consent of the land-owner. When the allotted five minutes were 

up, Mayor Jahn quickly gaveled Mr. Golub down. Now I’m all for sticking to the rules, but only 

if they’re applied equally to all. Shortly after Mr. Golub was shut down mid-sentence, another 

speaker was given ample time to finish her concerns… Mayor Jahn even continued engaging 

with her even after the five minutes had elapsed.  

I find this kind of random enforcement of the rules discriminatory. If you’re going to bang the 

gavel & shout someone down when their time is up, you can’t very well disregard the clock for 

the next person… just because you happen to like their point of view more. I thought Democrats 

are all about fairness. I suppose fairness doesn’t apply to those with dissenting positions.  

I want to be clear about this… I’m not attacking anyone here. I’m simply saying that rules need 

to be applied equally to all, regardless of where one is on the political spectrum.  

Kilroy     


